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LISTING OF THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) A system embodied in a computer readable medium for building 
software use cases and related state diagrams for business requirements, the system comprising: 

a business activity model identifying a plurality of business activities, the business 
activity model op e rable to maintain maintaining a hierarchical relationship 
between at least some of the plurality of business activitie s, wherein the 
hierarchical relationship includes a first number of levels, and wherein each of the 
plurality of business activities corresponds to one of the first number of levels : 

a mod e ling tool operable to build softwar e uses case bas e d on a business ■ requirement T- the 
mod e ling tool furth e r operabl e to maintain relationships b e tw ee n at l e ast some of 
the plurality of s oftware ' use - cases," at-loast - somo of tho plurality of busin es s 
activities, and a business requir e m e nt; 

an integration component in communication with the business activity model and th e 
mod e ling tool , the integration component opcrabio - to^aap ma pping at l e ast som e 
ef the plurality of business activities from use cases in the modeling - tool 
aoeording to the hierarchical relationship of th e busin e ss activiti e s maintained by 
the busin e s s activity mod e l to a softvrare use case hierarchical relationship, 
wherein the software use case hierarchical relationship includes a plurality of 
software uses case levels, and wherein each of the plurality of business activities 
corresponds to one of the plurality of software use case levels : 

a modeling tool building a software use case based on a business requirement by selecting 
a first set of the plurality of business activities mapped to at least one of the 
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plurality of software use case levels; 

a graphical user interface op e rabl e to illuotrato illustrating the soiPtware use case 
hierarchical relationship of at least some of the first set of selected software us e s 
case s business activities with th e busin e ss r e quir e ment ; and 

a state diagram component op e rabl e using the modeling tool^ with th e mapp e d us e cas e s 
to pr e par e the state diagram component building a state activity diagrams diagram 
for at least a portion of the business requirement by selecting a second set of the 
plurality of business activities mapped to at least one of the plurality of software 
use case levels, wherein the state activity diagram displays the second set of 
selected business activities as a directionallv linked sequence . 



2. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 wherein the business activity model aligns 

the plurality of business activities to a plurality of business domains and identifi e s each of th e 
p lurality - of business activities to be a high l e v e l, a middle lev e l, or a low l e v e l busin e ss activity . 



3. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 wherein the modeling tool is defined to be 
th e IBM Rational Rose a computer aided software engineering tool. 



4, (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 wherein the integration component is 
further op e rabl e to provid e provides a list of the plurality of business activities selectable for 
building a state activity diagram. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 wherein the business activity model is 
based on the Tele - Manag e m e nt Forum e nhanc e d T e lecom Operation s Map ( e TOM) a business 
process model that identifies business activity domains and business activities observed by 
telecommunications companies . 

6. (Original) The system of Claim 5 wherein the business activity model is stored in a 
spreadsheet file. 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 6 wherein the first number of levels 
hi e rarchical relationship of th e plurality of busin e ss - activiti es- i s are further defined as an e TOM a 
level O of the business process model, on e TOM a level 1 of the business process model , an 
oTOM a level 2 of the business process model, and an e TOM a level 3 of the business process 
model . 
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8. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 7 wherein the plurality of software use eases 
case levels are further defined as on e of a scope use case level, a process use case level, and a 
system integration use case level , and wherein the integration component aligns maps the 
plurality of business activities corresponding to the level 0 to the scope use eases case level to th e 
e TQM level 0 , at least some of the plurality of business activities corresponding to the level 1 
and the level 2 to the process use cas e s case level to - tho oTQM l e v e l 1 and e TOM lev e l 2 , and ^ 
least some of the plurality of business activities corresponding to the level 2 and the level 3 to the 
system integration use eases case level to th e eTQM l e vel 2 and oTOM level 3 in the modeling 
tool. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 8 wherein the at least some of the plurality of 
business activities in the process use eases case level represent fimctionality of a business process 
based on a functional requirement of the business requirement. 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 8 wherein the plurality of business activities 
in the scope use eases case level represent a project scope based on the business requirement. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for building a state activity diagram, comprising: 

providing a business activity model enumerating domains of a business and a plurality of 
business activities, the business activity model maintaining a hierarchical 
association of the plurality of business activities , wherein the hierarchical 
association includes a first number of levels, and wherein each of the plurality of 
business activities corresponds to one of the first number of levels : 

se gm e nting a plurality of us e oas e s according to mapping the plurality of business 
activities fi-om the hierarchical relation association to a use case hierarchical 
association, wherein the use case hierarchical association includes a of th e 
plurality of use cas e s case levels, and wherein wffe each of the plurality of 
business activities correspond with one of the plurality of use case levels r^he 
plumlity of us e oas e s bas e d on a busin e ss r e quirem e nt ; 

selecting at least one of the plurality of usC ' cases business activities mapped to at least 
one of the plurality of software use case levels : and 

displaying the us e cas e selected business activities in a state activity diagram, the state 
activity diagram providing a first selected business activity portion of th e us e cas e 
associated with a first domain of the business and a second selected business 
activity portion of th e use case associated with a second domain of the business^ 
wherein the state activity diagram displays the selected business activities as a 
directionally linked sequence . 
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12. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 wherein the business activity model is 
based on th e T e le Management Forum e nhanced Telecom Oporationfi Map ( e TQM) a business 
process model that identifies business activity domains and business activities observed bv 
teleconmiunications companies . 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 11 wherein the use cases are mapped 
according to one of a plurality the first number of levels of the e TOM a business process model 
that identifies business activity domains and business activities observed bv telecommunications 
companies . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of C laim IS Claim 1 1 wherein the plurality of use case 
levels includes a business scope use case level, a business process use case level, and a system 
integration use case level, and wherein the us e cas e s selected business activities inoludo are 
mapped to at least one of a the business scope use case level based on the business requirement, a 
the business process use case level based on fimctional requirements of the bi^iness requirement, 
and a the system integration use case level based on system requirements of the business 
requirement. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 14 further comprising: 

providing a system diagram model related to the system integration use case level : 
providing a functional diagram model related to the business process use case level : 
using at least a portion of the system diagram model to model the state activity diagromo 

diagram at the system integration use oa se s case level : and 
usii^ at least a portion of the fiinctional diagram model to model the state activity 

diagrams diagram #©f ^ the business process use eases case level . 
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1 6 . (Currently Amended) A method for building a software use case, comprising: 

providing a business activity model enumerating a plurality of business activitie s, vyherein 
there is a hierarchical relationship between the plurality of business activities that 
includes a first number of levels, and wherein each of the plurality of business 
activities corresponds to one of the first number of levels : 

s e l e cting a first business activity from the plurality of bu s inosa aotivitioo; 

d e fining a plurality of softwar e us e cas e s bas e d on a business r e quir e m e nt; 

providing an integration component operable - to s e l e ctively organize ma pping, in a 
modeling tool, the plurality of softwar e use cas e s business activities from the 
hierarchical relationship according to a software use case fee hierarchical 
relationship of e ach of th e wherein the software use case hierarchical relationship 
includes a plurality of software use eases case levels, and wherein each of witb the 
plurality of business activities corresponds to one of the plurality of software use 
case levels : and 

selecting at least one of the plurality of business activities mapped to at least one of the 

plurality of software use case levels. 
using th e modeling tool to build software us e s cas e s according to the bu s in e ss activity 
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17. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 6 wherein the business activity model aligns 
the plurality of business activities according to domains of a busines s, and wher e in th e plurality 
of bu s in e ss activiti es - ar e- sel e eted - frem - th e group consisting of high l e v e l business activiti e s, 
middl e l e vel business activities, and low - level -b u s inoao aotivitioa . 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 17 wherein e ach of the plurality of software 
use oas e s case levels is include a high levd software use case level, a middle level software use 
case level, m mid a low levdl software use case level , and wherein a the plurality of business 
activities mapped to the high level software use case level comprises on e or mor e at least one of 
the plurality of business activities mapped to the middle level software use eases case level , and 
wherein a the at least one of the plurality of business activities mapped to the middle level 
software use case level comprises on e or mor e at least one of the plurality of business activities 
ma pped to the low level software use eases case level . 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 16 wherein the business activity model is 
based on fee - Tolo - Monagomont Forum enhanced Tel e com Operations Map (eTQM) a business 
process model that identifies business activity domains and business activities observed by 
telecommunications companies . 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 19 wherein the integration component is 
operable to organize each of the plurality of use cases according to the one of a plurality of levels 
of eTQM the business process model . 
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